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Mechanics for $100 

WHAT is… 

b. 
Back 

Choose the most correct use of a punctuation: 
a. She was in the classroom then in the hallway. 
b. Commas rules are pretty simple, but unfortunately, 

few people bother to learn them. 
c. While studying with music on and painting her nails 

in her room she struggled to memorize her spelling 
words. 

d. None of the above. 
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Mechanics for $200 
Which shows correct use of commas? 

a. My sister, who always eats cookies, never gains weight. 

b. My sister, eats a lot of cookies. 

c. My sister who is named Cookie, is fat. 

d. My sister will never forgive me for calling her, fat. 

WHAT is…  
a.  Back 
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Mechanics for $300 
Choose the most correct use of a colon: 

a. The countries the president visited were: Japan, Egypt 
and China. 

b. The countries the president visited: Japan, Egypt and 
China. 

c. The president visited three countries: Japan, Egypt and 
China. 

d. None of the above. 
WHAT is… 

c. Back 
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Mechanics for $400 
Choose the most correct use of punctuation with quotation 

marks: 
     a. “I was horrified, she said.” 
      b. “I was horrified” she said. 
      c. “I was horrified”, she said. 
     d. “I was horrified,” she said. 

WHAT is… 

d. 
Back 
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Mechanics for $500 

WHAT is… 

a. 

Back 

Choose the best use of the punctuation between this 
independent clause, dependent clause, and independent 
clause! 
     a. The situation is dangerous, but if we act promptly, there is still 
one chance of escape. 
     b. The situation is dangerous but if we act promptly, there is still 
one chance of escape. 
     c. The situation is dangerous but, if we act promptly, there is still 
one chance of escape. 
     d.  The situation is dangerous: but if we act promptly, there is still 
one chance of escape. 
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Usage for $100 

WHAT is… 

c. 
Back 

Which sentence shows the correct usage of the often 
confused words complement/compliment? 
a. He commplented her on her outfit. 
b. He complemented her on her outfit. 
c. He complimented her on her outfit. 
d. He was complementary about her outfit. 
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Usage for $200 

WHAT IS  

b. 
Back 

. 
Pick the correct word to fill in the blank: The boy 
could not choose _______ the two sports. 
a. within 
b. between 
c. among 
d. amongst 
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Usage for $300 

WHAT is… 

c. 

Back 

That and which are often confused. Which sentence is the 
most correct usage of both the word and the 
punctuation. 

a. I remember the day which we met. 

b. The team, that finished in first place, won. 

c. The river, which flows north to south, is a geographic 
oddity. 

d. The class which meets in this room is cancelled. 
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Usage for $400 
Which of the following is NOT a run-on sentence? 

a. Joanna wanted granola she found some in the fridge. 

b. The bowl is empty, Priya’s granola is missing. 

c. Hunger overtook the girls, so they went to the grocery 
store with a list of what they needed for breakfast. 

d. Granola, milk, and more bowls. 

 
WHAT is… 

c. 
Back 
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Usage for $500 

WHAT is… 

b 
Back 

Which sentence shows the correct usage of the 
often confused words farther/further and correct 
usage of a possessive? 
a. Their house is further down the road. 
b. Their house is farther down the road. 
c. They’re house is farther down the road. 
d. There house if further down the road 
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Grammar $100 
Fill in the blanks about this often confused contraction. 
  
____ important to remember to put the disc in ____case. 
 
A. It’s; its 
B. Its; it’s 
C. It’s; their 
D. It is; it’s 

Back 

WHAT is… 

a 
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Grammar $200 
Subjects and verbs must agree in number.  Which of these 
sentences is most correct? 

a. Every Tom, Dick and Harry want to win the lottery. 

b. Each of his previous fights were a knockout. 

c. Neal and his partners hopes to rebuild the store. 

d. The challenge of freshman year—its trials, joys, and 
adventures—is not soon forgotten. 

 
WHAT is… 

d. 

Back 
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Grammar $300 
The order and form of similar elements in a sentence 

should be “parallel” in order to avoid confusion of 
meaning. Which of these sentences shows proper 
parallel construction? 

a. After the meeting, she went back to her car, to the store, 
and then to dinner. 

b. Eating and celebration were the best parts of the party. 

c. The employee’s salary was less than his wife. 

d. Her favorite hobbies were scrapbooking and her pets. 
 

 

WHAT is… 

a. 

Back 
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Grammar $400 
 

WHAT is… 

a. 
Back 

Which sentence shows the most correct use of pronouns? 
a. The corporation trumpeted its success. 
b. The corporation trumpeted their success. 
c. The corporation trumpeted it’s success. 
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Grammar $500 
Sometimes contractions and possessives get 

confused because they both use apostrophes. 
Which use of whose/who’s is correct? 

a. Who’s coat is this? 

b. She is yelling at the person whose on the telephone. 

c. Find out who’s there now. 

d. This is the person who’s wallet was stolen. 

 

 
WHAT is… 

c 
Back 
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Style $100 

My friend Nikki is ______________. 
a. 15-years-old 
b. Fifteen years old 
c. 15 years old 
d. Fifteen-years-old 

WHAT is… 

c. 
Back 
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Style $200 
Which sentence includes all correct capitalization? 
a. The Brambleberry City Council decided to hold its Spring 

potluck in Vineyard Park, about a mile from the Mississippi river  
b. The Brambleberry city council decided to hold its spring potluck 

in Vineyard Park, about a mile from the Mississippi river  
c. The Brambleberry City council decided to hold its Spring potluck 

in Vineyard Park, about a mile from the Mississippi river.  
d. The Brambleberry City Council decided to hold its spring potluck 

in Vineyard Park, about a mile from the Mississippi River. 

WHAT is… 

d. 
Back 
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Style $300 
Which sentence is the most correct (both capitalization and 
abbreviation)? 
a. Rev. Nugent’s church is located at the intersection of 

Main and State streets.  
b. Senator John Smith spoke at both Otterbein and 

Capital Universities yesterday. 
c. Dr. Kelly teaches both in the Journalism and Public 

Relations majors. 
d. None of the above 

WHAT is… 

a.  
Back 
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Style $400 
Which of the following shows the most correct form of the 

date? 
     a. The meeting was to be held December 12, 1973. 
     b The meeting was to be held December 12th, 1973. 
     c. The meeting was to be held Dec. 12, 1973. 
     d. The meeting was to be held Dec. 12th, 1973. 

 

WHAT is… 

c. Back 
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Style $500 
DAILY DOUBLE (wager up to 

$500) 

WHAT is… 

b.  
Back 

Which use of numerals is most correct? 
a. The crew of 6 family members, twelve friends and a three-year-

old dog, guided the boat back to safety.  

b. Thirty-three cars slowed to 7 mph because of the accident. 

c. The book costs three dollars. 

d. The crew of six family members, 12 friends and a 3 year old dog, 
guided the boat back to safety.  
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Spelling $100 
If this sentence were in a news story, which choice 

would be most correct? “People keep talking ,” Alicia 
Keys said after her concert.  “All I know is everything is 
going to be ______.” 

a. alright 

b. all right 

c. allright 

d. alrite 
WHAT is… 

b.  
Back 
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Spelling $200 
He was given a detention because the ______ caught 

him without a hall pass. 

a. principle 

b. pinciple 

c. principal 

d. Principle 

 

 WHAT is… 

c.  
Back 
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Spelling $300 

WHAT is… a. 
 Back 

Which choice is the most correct way to fill in the 
blank? He presented the court with a sworn_______ 
that he did the construction work in the contract. 
 
a. affidavit 
b. affadavid 
c. afadavit 
d. afdavit 
 



26 

Spelling $400 

WHAT is… 

a Back 

Which sentence shows correct spelling? 
a. The newspaper office was under siege. 
b. The newspaper office was under sieze. 
c. The newspaper office was under seeze. 
d. None of the above. 
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Spelling $500 

WHAT is… c 

.  

Back 

Which sentence has all the words spelled correctly? 
a. They would acomodate disabled guests in the pavilion because 

their needs superseded those of dieticians at the event. 
b. They would accomodate disabled guests in the pavilion because 

their needs superceded those of dieticians at the event. 
c. They would accommodate disabled guests in the pavilion 

because their needs superseded those of dietitians at the event. 
d. They would accomodate disabled guests in the pavilion because 

their needs superseeded those of dieticians at the event. 
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Final Jeopardy 

WHAT is… 
C (a truncated 
sentence where “am” 
is understood) 

Back 
End Game 

It is a grammar question: Make your wagers now. 

Which use of pronouns is correct and most clear? 
a. No one wants to fail their test. 
b. The dog, Grace, licked its fur. 
c. My sister is older than I. 
d. Each student should do their own assignment. 
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